Role of transthoracic and transesophageal echocardiography in diagnosis and management of infective endocarditis.
Echocardiography has become a mainstay in the diagnosis of endocarditis. Vegetations were first visualized noninvasively beginning with M-mode echocardiography in the mid-1970s. The evolution of echocardiography, to include first two-dimensional imaging and then Doppler imaging in the 1980s, established echocardiography as the noninvasive test of choice to evaluate for the presence of vegetations as well as for their sequelae. Most recently, the addition of transesophageal echocardiography has expanded the role and yield of echocardiography in diagnosing endocarditis as well as in guiding management.